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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT ,
Annopolis, December, 1830,
Gentlemen of the Senate, ' :
and of the House of Delegates:

The period has arrived, when_ we have {o present a nar-
rative of our proceedings in the course of the current year,
and we take advantage of the occasion, to offer our “con.
gratulations upon the distinguished evidence of public con-
fidence, which you have received from the hands of the
people. °

To you has been entrusted, by your constituents, the
high responsibility of protecting their rights, and of devi.
sing such measures as will advance their welfare and hap-
piness, and coming as you do, recently from them, ac-

quainted with their interests and thejp wishes, you are wej]

such manner, as to promote the great purposes for whicl,
you have been selected. ,

“In meeting on this interesting occasion, it behooves us (o
tender our unfeigned acknowledgments to a kind and bene-
ficient Providence, for the many blessings bestowed upon
ourcountry. Among them, there are surely none more caley.
lated to call forth the effusions of our gratitude, than the
enjoyment of peace with all nations, By His bountiful hand,
we have been abundantly supplied, also, with the produc-
tions of the earth, He has blessed us with a form of Govern.
ment, the wisest and the best, the world ever saw; and he
has allowed us in conformity with it, the inestimable pri.
vilege of thus assembling to represent the interests of free-
men,

The accountability of public officers, we hold to be one
of the wise features of our republican government. It jg

 the salutary check which the people, from whom only, all

power is legitemately derived, have over those entrusted
with the management of their congerns. 1In accordance with

e




